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- ABSTRACT

The research study empha512ed the 1mportance of ¢lassroomm mteractlon (CI) in Enghsh language classes for

language learning among dxsadvantaged learniers of English as a second language. The present study attempted to - R

address the problem of inequity in English language education by facxhtatmg classroom ‘interaction (CI) through -
the development of an Interactive Hour module based on the interaction approach to language: learning. Thie two- .-

phase mixed .methods research study was conducted in government-aided Tamil medium schools and the =~

participants were 10 English language teachers, 20 Enghsh language classrooms and 73 students. Phase I of the =
- study, which was qualitative, was conducted to establish the need for the study in the context by systematically
-_presentmg the actual teachmg and learning scenario of English- language classroomns: The pedagog:c goals of .

English language ‘teachers, their classroom interactional awareness and the extent ‘of classroom interaction m-_:'
. English language classes were evaluated through semi-structured interviews and classroom obsérvations. The data - R

-showed that there was a gap between the: language policy at”the macro-}evel and actual pract:lces of Enghsh o
_. language teachlng and learnmg n the classroorns at the m1cro~]eve1 o . i

The pedagocr:cal goals of Enghsh Ianguage teachers were not ahgned w1th the goals suggested in the Enghsh e _' o
educatién policy notes and the target language leaming outcomes. Oral participation in ‘English in mother tongue & -

medium ‘schools was recorded only up to an incredibly “low 9. 5% of the Enghsh language class.- “Analysis of :

“Teacher Talk (TT) showed that the teachers did not exhibit skills and classroom context modes in English language - MRS

classes. In the quantitative phase 11 of the study, the efficacy of the researcher developed Interactive Hour module <

was tested in terms of extent of classroom interaction (CI) and achievement of learning outcomes using classroom
observations and rubric-scale based progress tests. The effect:veness of classroom interaction (Cl-independent . -

variable) on English language production’ (dependent variable) was evaluated in the experimental study.” The
English language speech output of the students that were recorded, transeribed, ‘coded to- derive the CALF

(Complexity, Accuracy, Lexis and Fluency) ‘pre and post mterventxon using an automatic: analytic tool.: The
-efficacy of the Interactive Hotir module was established in terms of increased CI and achievement of learning -
outcomes to a very large extent. The effectiveness of Interactive Hour module on English language oral production .

was found to be statistically s1gmﬁcant Interactive Hour module ‘was ‘found ‘to have a moderate effect on

complexity, a large effect on accuracy and lexis and a very large effect on fluency. -
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